The  Crowd in  Peace and War

combat, and it might be shown to be far from a perfect
guide of conduct under all circumstances. No! the guide
to a perfect mutual morality is the whole group of Chris-
tian virtues, and greatest amongst them is Charity.
Love is the fulfilling of all the law of mutual conduct, and
he that sins against his fellow-man sins always against love.
Love is the sufficient stimulus that forms and quickens
the mutual conscience. It operates only between indi-
viduals. It has no relation to the crowd. The crowd,
indeed, conscious of the power of love, attempts to con-
fuse the individual mind and to impose on itftthe duty of
collective loving; but this is mere crowd-speech, the
flower of rhetoric, nothing more. If anyone doubts it let
him attend some big public meeting and gaze at the
audience from the platform. Then let him, retaining if
he can a perfectly detached attitude towards the en-
thusiasms of the multitude, ask himself does he, can he,
actually and truly love that seething assemblage, love it
with an emotion wholly the same as the emotion he feels
towards a human friend? Of course he cannot. He may
generate towards it within himself a share of the crowd's
enthusiasm. That is not love. Only by confusing his
own mind with crowd-passions and mistaking his share
of them for individual emotion can he deceive himself
into the belief that he loves mankind. He may be pos-
sessed by an enthusiasm of humanity, but he can only
love individual men, not mankind.

The human crowd, however, exists and must always
exist. Each one of us must belong to many crowds and
our lives and feelings must be to a greater or less extent
conditioned by them. Hence individuals in a gregarious
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